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THE CSIS  
BOOTCAMP METHOD
The Center for Strategic and International Studies 
(CSIS) and the Stavros Niarchos Foundation (SNF) 
present the CSIS Journalism Bootcamp: Reporting on 
International Affairs. This program is designed to 
advance the reporting skills of aspiring journalists 
and diverse candidates from top-tier journalism 
and communications programs around the U.S. 
and abroad. 

Each year, five schools are selected to embark on 
this fully-funded, one-week reporting experience 
with experts and practitioners in Washington, 
D.C. Each group partakes in a custom curriculum 
with high-level policy experts, current and former 
government officials, and career journalists. Their 
task is to produce a 2,500-word digital feature piece 
on a timely foreign policy issue that incorporates 
multimedia elements, including interactive 
visualizations, graphics, videos, and podcasts. 

Each cohort’s story is then published by CSIS 
and shared with its network of scholars and 
journalists including the Stavros Niarchos 
Foundation (SNF), a leading funder of new age 
media initiatives. Students walk away with work 
they can showcase as they go on to pursue their 
careers in journalism or related fields.

Learn more and check out previous stories on  
https://journalism.csis.org
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If you are a faculty member of a journalism 
school who is interested in having your 
students participate in a hands-on bootcamp 
that provides real-world production 
experience, we want to hear from you! 

Who is eligible?
Undergraduate and graduate students 
enrolled in a journalism, communications, 
or related degree program at an accredited 
university. International relations and 
political science students may also be invited 
to participate. Each group, comprised of ten 
students, must be led by an affiliated faculty 
member or professor.

What’s in the curriculum?
The bootcamp curriculum blends foreign 
policy seminars with technical workshops, 
helping students convey complex stories 
through multiple mediums. The curriculum 
consists of three key components:

 ■ Topical Briefings – led by CSIS scholars 
and high-level experts from government 
and business circles to provide insight 
on the political, economic, and social 
dynamics of each group’s thematic issue.

 ■ Media Workshops – led by journalism 
and communications practitioners to 
discuss the larger media landscape and 
to provide career advice.

 ■ Skill-Building and Production 
Time – in a fast-paced newsroom 
environment, media mentors help 
students apply their knowledge to 
create a multimedia story, furthering 
their video, audio, data visualization, 
reporting, and interviewing skills. 

JOIN THE 
BOOTCAMP 
EXPERIENCE



Where does it take place?
CSIS Headquarters
1616 Rhode Island Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20036

What is the time commitment?
CSIS works closely with each school’s faculty lead 
to find a week that works best for their students. 
One month out, students receive prep materials. 
The bootcamp is a five-day intensive program 
that runs Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM Eastern Time. Once the students 
successfully complete the bootcamp, they have a 
month to fine-tune and edit their story before the 
piece is published.

How do I sign my students up?
Please email Julieze Benjamin at jbenjamin@csis.org 
or Joel Martinez at jmartinez@csis.org.

PREVIOUS PARTNERS INCLUDE 
Howard University, University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, Panteion University, University of Iowa, 
Ithaca College, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 
Texas Christian University, Tulane University, 
Syracuse University, DePaul University, The City 
University of New York, Monmouth University, 
University of New Mexico, Hampton University,  
and the University of Delaware.



A defining element of this bootcamp is exposure to 
high-level speakers – who students get to interact 
with and interview in an intimate setting. Here’s 
a snapshot of previous speakers from across the 
policy-making community and journalism industry. 

Ellen Nakashima
National Security Reporter, The Washington Post

Kylie Atwood
National Security Reporter, CNN

David Sanger
National Security Correspondent, The New York Times

Karen S. Evans
Assistant Secretary of the Office of Cybersecurity,  
Energy Security and Emergency Response, 
Department of Energy

Matthew Reynolds
UNHCR Regional Representative for the US  
and Caribbean, United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees

H.E. Robert Kyagulanyi Ssentamu a.k.a. Bobi Wine
Member of Parliament, Uganda

John McLaughlin
Former Acting Director, Central Intelligence Agency

Michael Vickers
Former Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence,  
Department of Defense

Thomas Donahue
Former Senior Director for Cyber Operations,  
National Security Council

Ambassador Johnnie Carson
Former Ambassador to Uganda, Department of State

Ambassador Derek Mitchell
Former Ambassador to Myanmar, Department of State

SPEAKERS



“The program for me was a respite from the 
repetition of the virtual coursework I’ve been 
doing for the past few months. The first day left 
me feeling very excited and by the last I was 
feeling optimistic towards my own future work.” 

— Talia Heisey 
University of Massachusetts Amherst

“This program taught me the importance of 
being intentional with every aspect of a story 
— the questions we ask while reporting, the 
words we choose while writing, the multimedia 
components we decide to use to visually convey 
another part of our message.” 

— Marissa Payne 
University of Iowa

“Over the week, I have been able to understand 
different components of journalism and how these 
components in harmony can be used to create a 
powerful story that can be crucial at educating 
and bringing awareness to the public, as well as 
drive policymakers to take initiative.” 

— Alphoncina Liyamuya 
University of Massachusetts Amherst

“I gained more experience creating the best work 
possible under a tight deadline. I also became 
more comfortable working with others virtually, 
which as several participants pointed out, is 
difficult for those of us who mostly work freelance.” 

— Frida Sterenberg 
City University of New York

STUDENT 
TESTIMONIALS



The Center for Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS) is a bipartisan, nonprofit 
organization headquartered in Washington, 
D.C. founded by David M. Abshire and 
Admiral Arleigh Burke in 1962. For nearly 60 
years, CSIS has been dedicated to developing 
practical solutions to some of the world’s 
greatest challenges. Voted the world’s number 
one defense and national security think tank 
for the past eight years, CSIS is one of the 
preeminent international policy institutions 
focused on defense and security, regional 
stability, and transnational challenges 
ranging from energy and climate to global 
development and economic integration.

Bootcamp participants work closely with 
members of the Dracopoulos iDeas Lab, CSIS’s 
in-house media engine, who serve as mentors 
for this program. The iDeas Lab is comprised 
of video and audio producers, web developers, 
designers, and animators, who create 
innovative and engaging products in the 
international policy space. Many members 
of the iDeas Lab are former journalists. All 
believe in a cross-disciplinary approach to 
telling compelling policy stories. 

ABOUT CSIS

ABOUT THE 
ANDREAS C.  
DRACOPOULOS 
IDEAS LAB  
AT CSIS



The CSIS Executive Education Department 
offers year-round educational opportunities 
for individuals and organizations to 
increase their knowledge of geopolitical 
trends, understand the policy ecosystem of 
Washington, and to expand their personal 
leadership potential. The department 
also offers customized foreign policy and 
leadership seminars to university groups 
that provide students with the skills and 
knowledge necessary to succeed as young 
professionals entering the workforce. Our 
staff work closely with bootcamp participants 
to ensure the curriculum is tailored to fit 
students’ background, learning objectives, 
and professional goals.

The Stavros Niarchos Foundation (SNF) is one 
of the world’s leading private, international 
philanthropic organizations, making grants 
to nonprofit organizations in the areas of arts 
and culture, education, health and sports, and 
social welfare. Since 1996, the Foundation 
has committed more than $2.8 billion, 
through more than 4,500 grants to nonprofit 
organizations in 124 nations around the 
world. The SNF funds organizations and 
projects, worldwide, that aim to achieve a 
broad, lasting and positive impact for society 
at large, and exhibit strong leadership and 
sound management. The Foundation also 
supports projects that facilitate the formation 
of public-private partnerships as an effective 
means for serving public welfare.

Learn more at SNF.org.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Joel Martinez 
Learning and Development Associate

jmartinez@csis.org

Julieze Benjamin 
Program Manager, University Partnerships

jbenjamin@csis.org

Donatienne Ruy 
Director of Abshire-Inamori Leadership Academy

druy@csis.org

You can find more information on participating 
schools, previous publications, and the full experience 

at: https://journalism.csis.org


